ENGAGING WITH THE FOOD
INDUSTRY ON ANTIBIOTICS
MISUSE IN LIVESTOCK
SUPPLY CHAINS
Antibiotics misuse presents a
systemic risk to investor portfolios
Antibiotics use in livestock is a leading cause of rising antimicrobial
resistance (AMR) in humans. The food industry is the largest consumer
of antibiotics globally, and uses antibiotic drugs to prevent disease
or promote growth in healthy farm animals rather than treat clinically
ill animals.
AMR and antibiotics misuse presents a systemic risk to investor
portfolios, including within the food, pharmaceutical, healthcare and
insurance industries. Multi-drug resistant infections will increase patient
mortality, treatment costs, and insurance premiums. A business as
usual scenario could lead to the loss of 10 million lives a year and risk
$100 trillion of economic output by 2050.

ENGAGEMENT OBJECTIVE
FAIRR’s collaborative investor engagement on antibiotics is supported
by 74 investors representing over $4.9 trillion in combined assets.
The engagement asks 20 global food companies to limit antibiotic
use in their supply chains to protect public health and long-term
value creation by:
•

Establishing an antibiotics policy to phase out routine
use across all supply chains.

•

Specifying clear targets and timelines for implementation.

•

Increasing transparency by reporting on implementation
and data verification.
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Benefits include:

Become an investor
member. There is no
cost to joining FAIRR.

• Issue expertise, best practice guidance and cuttingedge research focused on the risks and
opportunities in animal protein production.
• Access to a growing global network of investors.
• Facilitated engagements that allow investors to
have direct dialogues with companies supported
by progress reports and impact assessments
for the duration of the engagement.
• A range of interactive events including panel
and roundtable discussions offering multiple
opportunities for learning, information-sharing
and networking.

3.1

Reduce deaths
arising from
childbirth

Tackling AMR is crucial to achieving
at least five of the core targets
associated with Goal 3 of the UN’s
Sustainable Development Goals.
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3.2

Reduce harm from
hazardous chemicals,
pollution and
environmental
contamination

End preventable
deaths of newborns
and young children

Tackling AMR
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3.3

Ensure universal
access to essential
health services, medicines
and vaccines

End epidemics
of communicable
diseases
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